
Federal Gating Criteria for Phase One



Phase 
Two

The White Houseõs

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

The Governorõs Report to 

OPEN TEXAS

Phase 

One

INDIVIDUALS

EMPLOYERS

Å All Vulnerable Individuals continue to shelter in 

place.

Å Practice social distancing in public.

Å Avoid groups greater than 10 people.

Å Minimize non-essential travel.

Å Encourage telework where possible.

Å If possible, return to work in phases.

Å Minimize non-essential travel.

Å Special accommodations for vulnerable 

populations.

Å Schools/organized youth activities closed should 

remain closed.

Å Large venues operate under strict physical 

distancing protocols.

Å Gyms can open adhering to strict physical 

distancing and sanitation protocols.

Å Bars should remain closed.

* On April 17, 2020 Governor Abbott closed schools statewide for the 

remainder of 2019-2020 school year.

Å All Vulnerable Individuals should consider sheltering in 

place.

Å Practice social distancing in public.

Å Self-screen before going into a business for possible 

symptoms of COVID-19.

Å Consider wearing a cloth face covering when entering a 

business or within 6 feet of another person not in same 

household.

Openings Beginning Friday, May 1, 2020:

Å In-store retail, shopping malls, dine-in restaurants, 

movie theaters, museums and libraries may operate at 

up to 25% of listed occupancy providing that hands -

on exhibits, interactive displays, play areas, and mall 

food courts must remain closed.

Å Individuals may engage in outdoor sports with no 

more than four participants at any time.

Å Sole Proprietorships may open. Licensed medical 

professionals (e.g. physicians, dentists) may open.

Å Bars, gyms, public swimming pools, interactive 

amusement venues (e.g. bowling alleys), massage 

establishments, tattoo studios, piercing studios and 

salons shall be avoided .
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The White Houseõs

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

The Governorõs Report to 

OPEN TEXAS
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INDIVIDUALS

EMPLOYERS

Å All Vulnerable Individuals continue to shelter in 

place.

Å Practice social distancing in public.

Å Avoid groups greater than 50 people.

Å Non-essential travel can resume.

Å Encourage telework where possible.

Å Non-essential travel can resume.

Å Special accommodations for vulnerable 

populations.

Å Schools/organized youth activities can reopen.

Å Large venues operate under moderate physical 

distancing protocols.

Å Gyms can remain open adhering to strict physical 

distancing and sanitation protocols.

Å Bars may operate with diminished standing-room 

occupancy.

Governor Abbott May Announce Additional 
Openings for 
Phase Two 

Beginning May 18, 2020
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OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN
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OPEN TEXAS

Phase 
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INDIVIDUALS

EMPLOYERS

Å Vulnerable Individuals resume public interactions.

Å Low-risk populations should consider minimizing 

time spent in crowded environments.

Å Resume unrestricted activities at worksites.

Å Large venues can operate under limited physical 

distancing protocols.

Å Gyms can remain open if they adhere to standard 

sanitation protocols.

Å Bars may operate with increased standing room 

occupancy.

Timing Not Yet Announced



Montgomery Countyõs Response to EO GA-18 Restrictions on the Opening of 

Certain Businesses 

òPeople shall avoid visiting bars, 

gyms, public swimming pools, 

interactive amusement venues 

such as bowling alleys and video 

arcades, massage establishments, 

tattoo studios, piercing studios, 

or cosmetology salons. The use of 

drive-thru, pickup, or delivery 

options for food and drinks 

remains allowed and highly 

encouraged throughout the 

limited duration of this executive 

order.ó

Governor Abbottõs 

Executive Order GA 18:

Montgomery County Judge Mark Keough 

(by video message, April 28, 2020):

Å òêIõve discussed this with our local law enforcement, our district 

attorney, our county attorneyõs office, the vagueness of this will not 

allow us to enforce this.ó

Å òêOur intention is on Friday,êand this new order GA-18 goes in place, 

as it relates to your particular business, whether its hair salons or gyms 

or any of those in that category, then weõre not going to enforce that 

and you are free to open .ó 

Å òNow then, it could be that the Governor between now and then will 

make a change. If he does, great, we will be glad to follow it. Until he 

does, we are going to do everything we can here in Montgomery 

County to keep Montgomery County moving.ó










